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SUBJECT: TORRIJOS STATEMENT ON PILOT STRIKE. 

1) SUMMARY: TORRIJOS STATEMENT OF AUGUST 25 (TRANSMITTED 
THROUGH ARMY CHANNELS) SEVERELY CRITICIZING GOVERNOR 
PARKER ON HANDLING OF CANAL PILOT SLOWDOWN HAS NOT BEEN 
PLAYED UP BY PANAMANIAN PRESS, I DISCUSSED STATEMENT 
WITH PRESIDENT LAKSAS ON AUGUST 25. RECOMMEND NO OTHER 
ACTION. 

2) IN DISCUSSION ON AFTERNOON AUGUST 25 WITH LT. GOV. 
MCGINNIS I WAS INFORMED OF TORRIJOS STATEMENT AIRED ON 
PANAMANIAN TELEVISION. I IMMEDIATELY CALLED PRESIDENT 
LAKAS (TORRIJOS WAS TRAVELING WITH LEGGETT SUBCOMITTEE) 
AND ASKED LAKAS IF HE WERE AWARE OF STATEMENT. HE WAS NOT 
BUT WAS SOMEWHAT CHAGRINED BECAUSE HE SAID THAT HE HAD 
STUDIOUSLY AVOIDED CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS DURING HIS 
DINNER FOR LEGGETT SUMCOMMITTEE AUGUST 24. I SAID THAT 

1 COULD NOT UNDERSTAND TORRIJOS SUPPORT OF PILOTS BECAUSE 
ONE OF KEY COMPLAINTS OF U.S. PILOT ASSOCIATION WAS 

THAT GOVERNOR CONSIDERING RULE CHANGE WHICH WOULD MAKE 
PANAMANIANS ELIGIBLE FOR PILOT JOBS. LAKSA SAID THAT HE 
KNEW THAT. I SAID GOVERNOR WOULD NOT HAVE ANY WHERE 
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AND IN VIEW TORRIJOS STATE GOVERNOR MIGHT 

VERY WELL NOW DECIDE CONCEDE TO PILOTS ON THIS POINT. 

LAKAS SAID THAT HE WOULD TALK TO TORRIJOS. 

3) ONLY ONE PANAMANIAN NEWSPAPER HAS GIVEN PROMINENCE 
TO TORRIJOS STATEMENT. DOMINICAL HEADLINED IT AUGUST 

26. LA ESTRELLA HAS NOT MENTIONED IT ALTHOUGH SISTER 
ENGLISH PAPER DID. MATUTINO DID NOT MENTION IT AUGUST 

27. CRITICA REFERS TO IT IN EDITORIAL BUT DID NOT REPORT IT 

AS NEW STORY. TREATMENT INDICATES THAT TORRIJOS MAY REALIZE 
HE PUT HIS FOOT IN HIS MOUTH. 

4) PILOTS AGREED RETURN TO WORK LAST NIGHT. THIS WILL 
QUICKLY BECOME KNOWN TO PANAMANIAN PUBLIC WHICH WILL 
CONCLUDE GOVERNOR MUST HAVE BEEN RIGHT AND TORRIJOS WRONG. 
ANY STATEMENT WE MIGHT MAKE WOULD HELP GET TORRIJOS OFF 
THE HOOK. 

SAYRE 
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